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	The First announcement

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP

Livestock, Climate Change and the Environment 
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	16-18 November 2009, Angiang University, Long Xuyen City, Vietnam
	


Justification

Concern for environmental issues has been a major feature of the MEKARN program since its initiation at the beginning of 2001. A number of initiatives have been, and continue to be, developed to strengthen the ways in which livestock can contribute to the mitigation of climate change, and the improvement of the environment, with greater use of farm-based inputs and decreased dependency on outside resources.
It is therefore pertinent to review progress in areas such as: recycling livestock wastes through biodigesters, earthworms and fly larvae; combined feed and fuel production from biomass; improvement of soil fertility by use of biochar and biodigester effluent;  aquaculture as a component of  integrated farming systems; increasing biodiversity by expanding the role of trees and shrubs as sources of feed and fuel.
Objectives
The aims of the workshop are to:
· Review recent developments in the triple crisis facing the world: climate change, resource depletion and a deteriorating environment

· Promote strategies for development of agriculture practices that will respond to each of the above issues 
· Emphasize the important role that live stock play in ensuring the sustainability of agricultural practices 

· Explore ways to strengthen research for promoting sustainable agriculture

Workshop fund, travel and accommodation fee

MEKARN will provide funds:

· To the Dept of Animal Sciences, AGU to organize the workshop
· To cover costs of presenters of the MEKARN network and invited speakers 
Other participants will pay themselves.
There is no registration fee.
Activities
Invited plenary papers and short communications of research related to the theme of Livestock, Climate Change and the Environment.
Duration: 3 days

Tentative progam 

	Day 1: am
	Plenary papers on the major themes of the workshop

	Day 1: pm
	Research communications on recycling of livestock wastes

	Day 2 am
	Research communications on renewable energy

	Day 2: pm
	Research communications on aquaculture

	Day 3: am
	Field trip

	Day 3: pm
	Group discussions and recommendations


Contact person: Mr Vo Lam (volam.agu@gmail.comI
Scientific consultant: Dr. TR Preston (trpreston@mekarn.org)
Scientific committee:
Doan Huu Luc (Vice-Rector AGU) dhluc@agu.edu.vn
Dr Brian Ogle brian.ogle@huv.slu.se
Dr T R Preston trpreston@mekarn.org)
Dr Ngo Van Man Ngo ngoqman@yahoo.com.vn
Dr Doung Nguyen Khang duongnguyenkhang@gmail.com
Dr Nguyen Van Thu nvthu@ctu.edu.vn
Vo Lam volam.agu@gmail.com
