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Important Dates

	1
	Deadline for Registration
	November 30, 2005

	2
	Deadline for Abstract Submission
	November 30, 2005

	3
	Early Registration Fee
	November 30, 2005

	4
	Deadline for Registration Fee
	January 15, 2006

	5
	Deadline for complete paper manuscript
	January 31, 2006

	6
	Deadline for Hotel Reservation
	March 15, 2006

	7
	Date of Congress
	April 18-22, 2006


Conference Venue

Guangxi Jinhua Hotel

1 DongGe Road,

Nanning City, Guangxi Province

CHINA

Website: http://www.gxjh.com.cn
Organizing Secretariat

5th Asian Buffalo Congress

Guangxi Buffalo Research Institute

24-1 Yongwu Road,

Nanning City, Guangxi Province 530001

CHINA

Tel：+86 771 3320817
Fax：+86 771 3313814

Email：5abc@gxbri.com
Website：http://www.gxbri.com/english
INVITATION                                                                
Dear colleagues,
On behalf of Asian Buffalo Association and the Organizing Committee of the 5th Asian Buffalo Congress, I am pleased and honoured to invite you to attend the 5th Asian Buffalo Congress to be held on April 18-22, 2006 in Nanning China.

Around 97% of buffaloes in the world are found in Asia, where they have been important for economic development. Our current goals are the promotion and the development of rural economy as well as the enhancement of farmer’s income using buffaloes as an important resource. We chose Economic Contribution of Buffalo on Rural Areas as the theme of the Congress. Main scientific topics are Genetics and Breeding, Reproduction, Biotechnology, Nutrition and Exploitation of Feed Resource, Processing of Milk and Meat Products, Management of Production System, Role of Buffalo in Society and Economics, Current Situation and Trend of Buffalo Development, Rearing and Environmental Control.

We would like to invite prestigious experts from different continents of the world and from main buffalo-producing countries in Asia for special reports. We plan to organize various symposia concerning different scientific topics, offering thus a platform for sharing experience and scientific results among scientists, producers, entrepreneurs and other experts in the field in order to improve and advance buffalo production. We will follow the guidelines of the Asian Buffalo Association to hold this congress. We warmly welcome everybody to attend the congress, to share research results and give opinions and contributions for the development of buffalo productions. Our intent is to focus on a common vision for development and to share a promising future.

During the congress, guided visits will be organized to buffalo farms, bull stations and to rural areas where buffaloes are reared, as well as sightseeing in Guilin, the famous scenic city in the world. Taking this opportunity participants will build up an idea on the current situation of buffalo development in China, as well as enjoy the beautiful natural sceneries and understand the magnificent Chinese culture.

Looking forward to meeting you in April 2006!

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE                                           Yang Bingzhuang
President
OVERVIEW                                                              

Asian Buffalo Association                                                               

The Asian Buffalo Association (ABA) was founded on 23 November 1992 as a result of the unanimous recommendation reached at the Asian Buffalo Network Meeting that took place in Bangkok, Thailand, during the Sixth Animal Science Congress of the Asian-Australasian Association of Animal Production Societies. The Asian buffalo research and development institutions agreed to establish ABA.
The ABA has been registered with the Registrar of Societies vide Registration No. S 607397 of 2002 dated 07.05.2002. At present, A Secretariat was established at B-3, Friends Colony (West), Main Mathura Road, New Delhi-110065. 

The ABA is a non-government and non-profit scientific association. The overall objective of the association is to promote collaboration among buffalo scientists and local production experts in Asia to enhance the exchange and sharing of experiences, information and technologies towards the development of improved buffalo production systems that would benefit millions of Asian rural farming families.

In its effort to meet the objectives set by the association, ABA organizes the Asian Buffalo Congress (ABC) to convene buffalo scientists, production experts and entrepreneurs every 2-3 years.

In its meeting in Kandy, Sri Lanka on March 2000, the ABA executive Council approved to hold the ABC in India upon the concurrence of the Indian delegation headed by Dr. S.K. Ranjhan and Dr. O.P. Dhanda. During the same ABA Executive Council meeting, Dr. S.K. Ranjhan and Dr. O.P. Dhanda were unanimously elected as the ABA President and Secretary, respectively.

The ABA has been taking care for organizing the congress since 1992. The first congress was held in Bangkok, Thailand in 1992; the second congress was held in Manila, Philippine in 1996; the third congress was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 2000; the forth congress was held in New Delhi, India in 2003. The fifth ABA congress will be held in China and the President Elect is Prof. Yang Bingzhuang, the director of Buffalo Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science, China.

Members of Asian Buffalo Association
President：Yang Bingzhuang（China）

Immediate Past President： S.K. Ranjhan（India）

Secretary：Clo. Meer Usman Ali（India）

Treasurer：Mr. A.H.Zuberi（India）

Members：

Dr. Libertado C. Cruz（Philippines）

Dr. K.Persiera（Sri Lanka）

Dr. A.N.del Barrio（Philippines）

Dr. I. Soliman（Egypt）

Dr. Wan Zahari（Malaysia）

Dr. A. Kogo（Japan）

Dr. Gholamari Jelodar（Iran）

Dr. Omar Faruque（Bangladesh）

Dr. A.K. Mishra（India）

Dr. M.A.Haleem（India）

Dr. Vishwas（India）
Scientific activities                                                    

Theme

Economic Contribution of Buffalo on Rural Areas

Invited Lectures

We would like to invite famous experts from different continents and main buffalo producing countries in Asia for special reports to focus on: world buffalo development, economic contribution of buffalo breeding to human beings, current situation and trends of buffalo development in different continents and in Asia.
Symposia
· Genetics and Breeding
· Reproduction
· Biotechnology
· Nutrition and Exploitation of Feed Resource
· Processing of Milk and Meat Products
· Management of Production System
· Role of Buffalo in Society and Economic
· Current Situation and Trend of Buffalo Development
· Rearing and Environmental Control
Two chairmen for each symposium.

Program

	
	A.M.
	P.M.
	Evening

	April 17, 2006

Monday
	Registration
	Registration
	

	April 18, 2006

Tuesday
	Opening and Plenary
	Plenary
	Welcome Reception

	April 19, 2006

Wednesday
	Symposia
	Symposia
	Election of president and host country for the next congress

	April 20, 2006

Thursday
	Symposia
	Visit at Guangxi Buffalo Research Institute
	Closing Ceremony and

Farewell Dinner

	April 21, 2006

Friday
	Visit rural areas of buffalo rearing
	Look round the Two Rivers and Four Lakes in Guilin – the famous scenic city

	April 22, 2006

Saturday
	Sightseeing in Guilin – Lijiang River
	Enjoying the folk performance


For scientific activities and a detailed program, please see the second announcement. 

Scientific Papers                                                      
Call for papers

All scientists, producers and production experts are welcomed to submit papers related to the Conference themes. 

The abstracts must be received by the Conference Scientific Paper Committee not later than November 30, 2005 and the full text of paper not later than January 31 2006. The abstracts can be available either submitting online via Conference Website www.gxbri.com/5abc after login and registration or emailing to scientific@gxbri.com (If you choose to use email, please download the standard MS Word format from the website) or printed the completed Abstract Form and mailed to the Conference Scientific Paper Committee. The full text can be sent by email or mailed to the same address. The address is as follows:

Conference Scientific Paper Committee
5th Asian Buffalo Congress

Guangxi Buffalo Research Institute

24-1 Yongwu Road,

Nanning City, Guangxi Province 530001

CHINA

In order to make the paper comprehensible to most participants, Chinese authors are required to submit their papers both in Chinese and English even if they are considering presenting their papers in Chinese, whereas all other authors are required to submit their reports in English. 

Before preparing your paper, please read the Guidelines for Submission of Paper and Abstract on the Abstract Form carefully. The total length of paper should not exceed 6 pages, including tables, figures and references and should be typed with single spaced lines.
Guidelines for Submission of Paper
1. The full text of paper must be typed in the following order: title, names, affiliation, address, abstract, keywords, text and references. 

2. Type the title in capital letters with Arial of size 12. Type the remaining part of text with Arial of size 10. 

3. Type the authors' names in capital letters. Underline name to indicate the first author. Authors' affiliations should be listed followed by city, state and country, typed in initial capitals following the list of names. Use asterisks (*) to distinguish among affiliations if there is more than one.
4. Put 3 key words. 

5. Abstracts are limited to 200 words excluding authors' (author) information. 

6. Single space between lines. Hyphenate between syllables to fill lines. 

7. Space only once after periods and colons. 

8. Use Arabic numerals for all numbers except at the beginning of a sentence. 

9. Use standard abbreviation and symbols.
Oral and Poster Presentations

Oral and poster presentations are equivalent. The Organizing Committee reserves the right of the final decision to assign the accepted papers to either oral or poster presentations. Authors will be notified of the acceptance of their papers and will receive full instructions for each presentation, the assigned date and time, as well as other pertinent information.
Projection Facilities

We encourage using Microsoft PowerPoint for presentations. If an alternative software is chosen, presenters would be requested to provide their own laptop and necessary software. Slide projector for 35mm slides and equipment for overhead transparencies will be also available.
Proceedings 
All accepted paper will be published in the form of Congress Proceedings and made in CD-ROM, and every participant will have one copy. More copies of CD-ROM for sale will be available. The authors who want to have more copies should indicate in registration form and the people who will not attend the Congress can email to the Organizing Secretariat their needs. The detailed information of the Congress Proceedings will be noticed in the second announcement.

General Information                                                  

Official Language

The official languages of the 5th Asian Buffalo Congress are English and Chinese.

Certificate
A Certificate of Attendance will be available from the Organizing Secretariat on request as indicated in the registration form. 

Badge and Identification
Upon registration, Congress participants will receive their identification badges to be worn at all times during the Congress activities and social events. Invitations to social events will be collected on entry. 

Official Letter of Invitation

An official letter of invitation designed to help overcome administrative difficulties will be sent on request as indicated in registration form. It must be understood that such letter does not grant any financial support. The official letter of invitation will be available only when the registration is confirmed by the Organizing Committee. One copy will be emailed to the claimer following registration. 

Airport Pick-up

If you need an airport pick-up, please email or fax to the Organizing Secretariat beforehand. You will be sent to the Hotel where reservation has been made. The airport is 30 kilometers far from the congress venue within 40 minutes distance by car.

Registration Desk

Registration will take place in the hall of Venue. Participants can register on Monday 17th April 2006 from 9am to 6pm. 

REGISTRATION                                                          

All participants who wish to attend the Congress are requested to fill in the registration form available via Internet at www.gxbri.com/5abc or submit the completed registration form to the Organizing Secretariat by email or fax. 

Organizing Secretariat

Email: 5abc@gxbri.com
Fax: +86 771 3313814
Online registration is preferable. Online registration will be confirmed automatically.
Registration Fee

Registration fees include participation in all scientific sessions, badge, congress bag, congress proceeding, coffee/tea breaks at Venue, lunches, dinners, optional visit and tour. 

	
	Before November 30, 2006
	From November 30, 2006 until January 15, 2006

	Attendance of Congress 

with Visit and Tour
	USD 300
	USD 350

	Attendance of Congress 

without Visit and Tour
	USD 200
	USD 250


NOTE: Upon receipt of the Registration Form with the appropriate payment, the Organizing Secretariat will send a final registration confirmation to the registrant. If a confirmation letter is not received within 6 weeks from your registration, then please contact immediately the Organizing Secretariat.

Methods of Payments
The registration fee must be paid in US dollars. The payment can be made via bank transfer to the following account:

Beneficiary’s Bank: Bank of Communications Nanning Branch

Address of Beneficiary’s Bank: 228 REN MIN DONG ROAD NANNING GUANGXI CHINA

Name of Beneficiary: Organizing Secretariat of 5th Asian Buffalo Congress
A/C No. of Beneficiary: 451060500018180018021

Address of Beneficiary: 24-1 Yong Wu Road, Nanning, Guangxi, CHINA

Tel no. of Beneficiary: 00 86 771 3320817

Please indicate “registration fee of the 5th ABC” and your name and send a copy of bank payment to the Organizing Secretariats by fax for confirmation.

Please note that any charges are to be paid by the sender. Any receipts will be available at the end of the Congress.

Cancellation and Refund Policy
Only cancellation with a written notice to the Organizing Secretariat will be approved.

· Cancellation received           before January 31 2006, 80% refund.

· Cancellation received           after January 31 2006, no refund.

· No cancellation notice           no refund.

No refund will be given in case of no-arrival, late arrival, unused services, unattended events or early termination of attendance. 

All refunds will be processed after the Congress.

Online Registration

Please firstly login at www.gxbri.com to edit your information, book your hotel, submit Abstracts and more services. The digital ID and password follows your registration.
VENUE AND ACCOMMODATION                                                                
We will arrange the accommodation at some hotels in Nanning during the congress period. All hotels are not far from the venue. You can book the hotel in the online registration form or email/fax to the Organizing Secretariat before March 15 2006. 
Website: www.gxbri.com
Email: hotel@gxbri.com 
Fax: 00 86 771 3313814
Please indicate your order of preference in the Registration Form. If your hotel of preference is fully booked we will reserve another available and similar hotel room. The Congress is held in a period considered of high season for tourism. For this reason we recommend early hotel reservation in order to avoid disappointments.
Guangxi Jinhua Hotel

Guangxi Jinhua Hotel is situated in Dongge Road within the center of Nanning City, closer to Minzu Square, People's Congress Council and Government of Guangxi and only two to three minutes distance by car to the center of city where the Main Department Store, Wanda Commercial Square, Hualian Supermarket and Mall for Island of Dream can be visited. Guangxi Jinhua Hotel is four-star level hotel with availability of food, accommodation, business, entertainment and shopping. There are two multifunctional reception building composing of 387 business and standard guest rooms equipped with modern facilities and a complete range of service. The restaurants serve different Chinese and Western style meal and seafood. 

Hotels available listed hereafter. Rates are in US Dollars per room per night excluding breakfast.

	
	Category
	Hotel
	Room (USD)
	Room

rate
	Distance from congress venue

	
	
	
	Luxury room
	Superior

room
	Standard room
	
	

	1
	★★★★
	Jinhua Hotel
	95
	71
	A  40

B  26
	10%
	0

	2
	★★★★★
	Mingyuan

Xindu Hotel
	145
	96
	46
	10%
	10 min by walk

5 min by car

	3
	★★★
	Xiangyun Hotel
	169
	48
	34
	10%
	10 min by walk

5 min by car

	4
	★★★
	Jinyue Hotel
	118
	51
	32
	10%
	10 min by walk

5 min by car

	5
	★★★★
	Nanning

Hotel
	132
	100
	38
	10%
	30 min by walk

20 min by car


Note: 1. Credit cards can be used in the above hotels, including VISA，Master, JCB, American Express, Diners. 
2. The above prices are already at a discount.

3. The foreign exchange rate is 1 US Dollar=8.2 Yuan, 1 Euro=10.3 Yuan (May 2005). The exact price will depend on the exchange rate at check-in.

4. For Jinhua Hotel, “A “ for Main Building and “B” for Front Building. More different rooms are available in this hotel. Please enter its website (http://www.gxjh.com.cn the English version of its website will be available soon). You can reserve your preference.

Methods of Hotel Payment                                                

Registration is on a first come, first served basis. In order to insure your hotel reservation, please forward a deposit of US$50 per room to the Organizing Committee by bank transfer as same as the registration fee. The booking will be final upon receipt of the corresponding deposit. Each participant will receive a letter of confirmation by email from Organizing secretariat, indicating the name and address of their hotel as soon as a receipt of the deposit is available. The deposit will be deducted from the final bill to be paid directly to the hotel by the participants. 

Beneficiary’s Bank: Bank of Communications Nanning Branch

Address of Beneficiary’s Bank: 228 REN MIN DONG ROAD NANNING GUANGXI CHINA

Name of Beneficiary: Organizing Secretariat of 5th Asian Buffalo Congress
A/C No. of Beneficiary: 451060500018180018021

Address of Beneficiary: 24-1 Yong Wu Road, Nanning, Guangxi, CHINA

Tel No. of Beneficiary: 00 86 771 3320817

Please indicate “deposit of hotel reservation for the 5th ABC” and your name and send a copy of bank payment to the Organizing Secretariats by fax for confirmation.

Please note that any charges are to be paid by the sender. 
Cancel and Refund

Only cancellation with a written notice to the Organizing Secretariat will be approved.

· Cancellation received         before March 31 2006, 80% refund.

· Cancellation received         after March 31 2006, no refund.

· No cancellation notice         no refund.

No refund will be given in case of no-arrival, late arrival, unused services, unattended events or early termination of attendance. 

All refunds will be processed after the Congress.

USEFUL INFORMATION                                                    

Entry Regulations, Passports, Visa

A valid passport is required for all travel. The Visa entry requirements for China vary according to your country of origin. Please contact your local Embassy or Consulate of China for further information.

Climate and Clothing

Nanning belongs to typical subtropics climate. It is mild and attractive in April with the temperature ranging between 20℃ and 28℃. A shirt and a thin coat will be sufficient. For special occasions like Congress attendance, a formal dress is recommended. 

Insurance

The Congress organizers cannot assume responsibility for injuries or losses occurring to persons or personal belongings during the congress. Therefore, participants are advised to take out travel, health and property insurance.

Currency and Banking
The official name for the currency of China is the Renminbi (RMB). It is also denominated Yuan. Major foreign currency can be exchanged at the airport, Bank of China and major hotels. Traveler's checks and major credit cards (Master Card, Diners Club, Visa and American Express) are acceptable in most major hotels. One US Dollar or Euro is equal to 8.2 or 10.3 Yuan (May 2005). The RMB is not traded on the international market and can only be purchased or exchanged within China. Most of shops and restaurants in Nanning do not accept the credit cards and you are recommended strongly to change your currency at Bank of China. The Bank of China in Nanning serves all major foreign currency from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. between Monday and Friday but only US Dollar from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Time Difference

The official time in China is 8 hours ahead of GMT.
Electrical Supply

Electricity is supplied at 220V, 50Hz AC throughout China. Sockets are designed to accept a flat two pin plug (both flat and round) or a 3 flats type. 

Shopping

Shops are open seven days a week, from 9:00 a.m. to 9 p.m. Big shopping centers may stay open up to 10 p.m. 

Restaurants

Chinese cuisine is famous all over the world. Restaurants offer varied menus with different prices. Local specialties are worth trying.

Local Transport
Taxi is recommended in Nanning, which is inexpensive and easily found. It will take one hour by car from Nanning Airport to the Congress venue.

Tipping
In China, tips are not “a must” anywhere, exception can be made for tour guides and hotel porters.
Exhibition                                                                            
The congress will hold the exhibition of various products. All entrepreneurs are welcome to attend the exhibition as well as to offer their support. All sponsors will obtain a free exhibit. Please contact the Organizing Secretariat for more information.

ACTIVITIES AFTER CONGRESS                                                          
Conference Visit
Organizing Committee will arrange for participants a visit to the State level Buffalo Breeding Farm at Guangxi Buffalo Research Institute in the afternoon of April 20, 2006.

Visits and Tours after Congress

Organizing Committee will arrange for participants to visit rural areas of buffalo rearing on April 21 2006. Participants will be then transferred to Guilin City until April 22 to sightsee the beautiful scenery of its green mountains and clear river, renowned all over the world. 

If you will not join in the visit and tour after congress arranged by Organizing Committee can choose other scenic spots. For more information, please enter into http://www.gxta.gov.cn. But you have to contact:

Mr. Zhang Kun

NANNING OVERSEAS TOUR SM CO,.LTD

Tel: 0086 771 2949038, 5502574

Fax: 0086 771 5518420

Email:henry@gxbct.com
Guangxi Buffalo Research Institute                                               
Please enter into Website: http://www.gxbri.com/english for more information.

The City of Guilin and its Scenes                                      

More information about the city of Guilin and its scenes can be found at the link:

http://www.guilin.com.cn
The City of Nanning                                                   

More Useful information about the city of Nanning can be found at the link:  http://www.nanning.china.cn
Guangxi                                                                 

More useful information about Guangxi and its travel can be found at the link:

http://www.gxta.gov.cn and http:www.gxtravle.com






Jinyue Hotel
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