Background and Justification
The overall objectives are to
· continue the successful series of MSc courses carried out in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, with Sida support, from 2004 through 2011
· build on the experiences gained in these courses

· adapt the format to respond to the new challenges that threaten the future of the planet and of humanity 

Objectives

This post-graduate course at MSc level has as its major objective to familiarize students with: 

· the nature of the triple crisis facing the world: climate change, resource depletion and a deteriorating environment

· strategies for development of agriculture practices that will respond to each of the above issues 
· the important role that live stock play in ensuring the sustainability of agricultural practices 

· ways to carry out appropriate research for promoting sustainable agriculture

· the means to acquire relevant information from the Internet.
Background

The design of the course is based on the experiences gained in the Sida-supported  MSc programs, first in Vietnam (1994 to 2000) then in the Lower Mekong region (Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam) (2001-2011). Positive features of these programs have been:

· the use of laptop computers and the Internet as media for learning
· emphasis on developing technologies based on local resources with small scale farmers as the target group 
· a research project carried out in the institution of the students in their home country 

· dissemination of information through published papers in peer-reviewed journals, workshops and conferences and a home page on the World Wide Web (http://www.mekarn.org)
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